CHAPTER XXIII

A SUMMING UP  IN  MIDDLE AGE

Ax the time when he transformed the Christian Mission
into the Salvation Army and became a figure of world-wide
significance and a target for the scorn and bitter hatred of
nearly the whole community, William Booth was entering
his fiftieth year. The work which he had done in the prov-
inces, culminating in thirteen years of incredible labour
among the poor of Whitechapel, might very easily have
exhausted the strength and energy of a man more power-
fully fitted for such trying exertions. But it would almost
seem as if this extraordinary person, whose body was
continually breaking down under the strain his iron and
resistless will imposed upon it, entered upon a new lease
of life, and saw a more splendid vision before his eyes, at a
time when most over-worked men are looking forward to
the ease and leisure of retirement.

We should give a false impression of his character if we
emphasized the headlong and fiery energy of his will and
mentioned only in occasional passages those pleasures and
relaxation's of his private life which certainly helped to keep
him human, even if they failed to modify the intensity and
the narrowness of his Hebraism. We propose, therefore,
to give in this place, before proceeding to follow the history
of the Salvation Army, some further particulars of William
Booth's private life and to attempt a brief summary of his
chief characteristics. The danger before us in approaching
the tumultuous history of the Salvation Army without some
such reference, is to lead the reader to the conclusion that
General Booth was one of those hot-brainecl enthusiasts, one
of those intolerant fire-eaters, whose natures are so radically
different from the rest of mankind that they can never ex-
cite the affection of posterity*

It is with a feeling of real gratitude that one learns of
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